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CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMITTEE

The committee is made-up of employees from the following 

departments who have met monthly since August 2019:

▪ Library

▪ Art in Public Places (AIPP)

▪ Environmental Sustainability

▪ Economic Development

▪ Community Development

▪ Communications

▪ Town Managers Office
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MISSION & VALUES

Mission Statement

to preserve, enrich and sustain the 

cultural and historic legacy of Vail

Areas of Focus

▪ Arts and Cultural Heritage

▪ Archival Development

▪ History and Legacy

▪ Natural Landscapes

▪ Community and Local 

Government
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PRESERVING CULTURAL HERITAGE OF VAIL

Established as priority by:

▪ Council Action Plan

▪ Sustainable Destination Program 

Standards

▪ The Vail Destination was first certified as a 

Sustainable Destination under the Mountain 

IDEAL standard through the Global 

Sustainable Tourism Council in 2017.

▪ Vail was the first destination in the U.S. and 

the first mountain resort community in the 

world to achieve this designation.

▪ Following a virtual audit in December 2020, 

Vail achieved recertification in March 2021.
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STANDARDS OF GLOBAL SUSTAINABLE TOURISM COUNCIL

To achieve certification, systems must be in 

place that address the following:

▪ To protect and preserve the tangible and 

intangible heritage and property of individuals 

and communities.

▪ There must be laws and regulation to protect 

historical and archeological artifacts.

▪ A plan to contribute to dissemination of 

knowledge about the destination’s cultural 

heritage.

▪ Programs to protect and celebrate intangible 

cultural heritage (e.g., song, music, skills, 

stories, etc.)
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FOCUS AREAS OF PROGRAMS
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TRAILBLAZER AWARD RECIPENTS
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10th LEGACY CELEBRATION, VAIL RESORTS
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FOCUS AREAS OF PROGRAMS
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HISTORIC IMAGES
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FOCUS AREAS OF PROGRAMS
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PEPI’S PLAZA
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CULTURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT AND STRATEGY

▪ Identify various funding sources 

through grants and federal, regional 

and state funding partnerships.

▪ Create a cultural heritage brand that 

would help communicate the 

committee’s role in the community 

and offer some consistent use with 

various grant proposals.

▪ Promote the program through the 

environmental platforms as Vail 

continues to maintain its certification 

as a “sustainable destination” to draw 

attention and potential funding of 

programs

▪ Pursue mutually beneficial relationships and 

community partnerships that will help promote 

the mission “to preserve, enrich and sustain the 

cultural and historic legacy of Vail”.

▪ Explore the details surrounding the formation of 

a Colorado Creative District, a program offered 

by the State of Colorado Office of Economic 

Development and International Trade. Colorado 

Creative Districts can be found across the state -

Breckenridge Creative District, Salida Creative 

District, Carbondale Creative District. Access 

their website at: 

www.oedit.colorado.gov/colorado-creative-

districts
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RECOMMENDED PARTNERSHIPS

Community Partners

▪ The Colorado Snowsports 

Museum

▪ Vail Resorts, Inc.

▪ Eagle County Historical Society 

(ECHS)

▪ Vail Chamber & Business Assn

▪ Vail Health

▪ Eagle County School District

▪ State of Colorado Tourism Office

Town of Vail Partners

Town of Vail’s Boards & 

Commissions

▪ Art in Public Places

▪ Commission on Special Events

▪ Vail Local Marketing District 

(Advisory Council)
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FUNDING REQUEST FOR NEW PROGRAM 
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Summervail Art Workshop Legacy 

Project (SAWLP)

▪ Proposal to Council will follow from 

SAWLP

▪ “rekindle the Summervail program in 

celebration of its 50-year anniversary.”

▪ seeks Town funding to help establish a 

preservation program for their archives 

and support cultural summer 

activation.

▪ Supplemental Budget Ordinance 

proposes $25K earmarked for these 

two components of programming



NEXT STEPS 

Seed Money:

▪ The CHC proposes returning during the 

2022 budget cycle with funding estimates 

and a fully vetted program with criteria that 

would support the mission of the town 

committee.

Archival Development:

▪ Activate library staff resources to address 

the archival processes and tasks.

▪ Use library space as repository location

▪ Funded with 2021 budget
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QUESTIONS FOR COUNCIL FEEDBACK 

▪ Does the Town Council support the direction 

of the committee, including the mission 

statement, the program components, and 

related objectives?

▪ What additional components should be added 

to the programming?

▪ Does the Town Council support the idea of 

providing “seed money” for community 

projects and proposals that align with the 

mission of the cultural heritage program?

▪ Would Town Council support a more robust 

effort for resources to address and activate 

archival measures that are the basis of the 

preservation efforts?
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Thank you


